
 

 

 

 

 

June 12, 2015 

 
Senator Sherrod Brown    Congressman Joe Courtney 
713 Hart Senate Office Building  2348 Rayburn House Office Building 
United States Senate     United States House of Representatives 
Washington, DC 20510    Washington, DC 20515 
 
 

Re: Support for S. 843 / H.R. 1571: Improving Access to Medicare Coverage Act of 2015 
 
 

Dear Senator Brown and Congressman Courtney: 

The Emergency Department Practice Management Association (EDPMA) is one of the nation’s 
largest professional physician trade associations focused on the delivery of high-quality, cost-
effective care in the emergency department. EDPMA’s membership includes emergency 
medicine physician groups, as well as billing, coding, and other professional support 
organizations that assist healthcare providers in our nation’s emergency departments.  Together, 
EDPMA’s members deliver (or directly support) health care for about half of the 136 
million patients that visit U.S. emergency departments each year.  We work collectively and 
collaboratively to deliver essential healthcare services, often unmet elsewhere, to an underserved 
patient population who often has nowhere else to turn. 
 
EDPMA is happy to endorse S.843 / H.R.1571, the Improving Access to Medicare Coverage Act 
of 2015.  These bills would allow a patient’s time in observation to count toward the three-days 
of inpatient care required to qualify for Medicare coverage of nursing home care.  Patients 
treated by EDPMA member physicians in hospital observation units already have been receiving 
care typical of inpatient care. So, when their stay in a skilled nursing facility is denied due to 
failure to meet the 3-day requirement, they are surprised and, of course, upset about the lack of 
Medicare coverage and the financial impact this brings. Stakeholders in the healthcare system 
have been focusing on bringing better continuity of care across different settings.  Medicare 
payment policy also should reflect this important goal. We applaud your efforts for progress in 
this area.   
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Please feel free to contact Elizabeth Mundinger, EDPMA’s Executive Director, at 
emundinger@edpma.org or (703) 610-9033 if we can be of assistance in moving this legislation. 

 

Sincerely, 
 

 

Timothy Seay, MD, FACEP 
Chairman, EDPMA Board of Directors 


