
EDPMA Action Alert:  Urge Your
Member of Congress to Cosign

Letter to Prevent Proposed
Medicare Cuts

 
On Monday, the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) proposed a
2021 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule which includes deep cuts for many
specialties, including a 6% cut for emergency medicine.  These large cuts result
from implementing increases for office-based evaluation and management paired
with the statutory requirement that all reimbursement changes are budget neutral
(so any increase in Medicare reimbursement must be offset by similar
reimbursement cuts elsewhere in the Fee Schedule).    

U.S. Rep. Bobby Rush (D-IL) is organizing a letter from members of Congress to
U.S. House Leadership urging the House to pass provisions that would "waive
budget neutrality for Calendar Years 2021 and 2022 for the E/M codes scheduled
for implementation on January 1, 2021 as described in the final rule ... until after
CMS reports to Congress on the overarching effects of the COVID-19 public health
emergency."  Rep. Rush is asking Members of Congress who are interested in
cosigning the letter to contact his staffer, Laura Citron, before 3pm Eastern
on Friday (August 7).

We urge you to immediately call your member of Congress and urge them to agree
to cosign the letter before the due date on Friday at 3pm Eastern.  You can identify
your Congressional Representative and find their contact information by visiting
www.house.gov and entering your zip code near the top of the page.   If you
already know who your Representative is, you can call the Capitol Switchboard
at 202 224-3121 and ask to be transferred to their office.  

Here are talking points:

1) Tell the staffer that you are a constituent, share your address, and share the
number of patients in the state your group or company serves. 

2) CMS is proposing deep Medicare cuts to many specialties in 2021, including a
6% cut to emergency medicine.  This deep cut in conjunction with the loss in
patient volumes and increased expenses due to COVID-19 and the Medicaid cuts
implemented at the State level, threaten patient access to timely emergency care
and could cause some emergency departments in rural and vulnerable
neighborhoods to close down.

http://www.house.gov


3)  Rep. Rush is organizing a Congressional letter urging House leadership to
waive budget neutrality requirements for 2 years while we research the impact of
COVID-19 on the healthcare system.  Please cosign this letter.

4) Federal law ensures that everyone visiting the emergency department will
receive care no matter the ability to pay.  Although emergency providers are only
4% of providers, they provide over two-thirds of uninsured care and over half of
Medicaid/CHIP care.  The nation's healthcare safety net cannot sustain these deep
cuts.  

5) The due date for cosigning the letter is Friday at 3pm Eastern. 


